
THE MARIETTA DIFFERENCE 

Marietta City Schools (MCS) is a Charter System that serves nearly 8,900 students 

at eight elementary choice schools, one of which is a Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Math (STEM) Magnet school; one sixth-grade school, one middle 

school (7/8), and one high school. MCS is the first International Baccalaureate 

(IB) World School District in Georgia.  

As an IB World School District, MCS offers the optional IB Primary Years Program 

for grades K-5, IB Middle Years Program for all students in grades six - ten, and 

the IB Diploma Program and Career-Related Program as an option for high school 

students in grades 11 - 12. It is one of only a few school systems nationwide able 

to provide the full IB (K-12) continuum. MCS is also home to one National Blue 

Ribbon School: Marietta Center for Advanced Academics; one National School of 

Excellence: A.L. Burruss Elementary; and five Georgia Schools of Excellence: A.L. 

Burruss Elementary, Marietta Center for Advanced Academics, West Side 

Elementary, Marietta Middle School, and Marietta High School. MCS has 

consistently ranked high amongst public school systems nationally for the past 

several years and has earned numerous recognitions.  

VISION 

To be the school system of choice.  

MISSION 

To prepare each of our students, through 

academic achievement, for college, career 

and life success. 
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2016 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 
Marietta City Schools (MCS) and The Board of Education of the City of Marietta encourage the Cobb County Legislative Delegation to 
consider the following: 
 

BUDGETING & FUNDING PRIORITIES 
I. Funding Formula  

 MCS applauds the Education Reform Commission’s move toward flexibility, one size doesn’t fit all, and increased transparency in 
the calculation and reporting of student funding.  The new formula does set out to balance some aspects of current funding 
which the committee acknowledges were not meeting the needs of some of our poorest children across the state.  It will be 
important that districts have support for development of flexible programming and compensation plans.  

 Assure a funding formula to reflect significant costs to attract qualified individuals to the education profession, especially in high 
need areas.  The committee recommendations related to Teachers should be strongly considered by district leaders and by the 
State. Each plays a role in recruiting and retaining the best educators from a now declining number of potential candidates. All 
possibilities related to the ultimate success or failure of all school funding plans is dependent on having a growing high quality 
teaching force, and skilled innovative leaders. 

 Support the continuation of creating the new more flexible funding and compensation formula that acknowledges the increased 
cost of providing operational, personnel, and programmatic services so that more students with varied needs can master more 
rigorous standards. 

 Continue addressing the history of Austerity reductions in any new formula adoptions. 
 FY2003 – FY2014: $36,992,738 (in 2014 approximately $5M)  
 FY2015: $3,774,165 (reduced by $1.3M added back to district revenue) 
 FY2016: $2,317,107 (reduced by another $1.4M added back to district revenue) 

 Continue enhanced Charter System funding appropriations (HB283), used for innovation and school-based governance decisions. 
II. Local Impact Statement 

 Support requirements that all education bills include a fiscal note detailing budgetary impact on local school districts in 
accordance with Georgia Code Title 28, Chapter 5, Article 3A, State and Local Government Partnerships.  Due diligence should 
also be conducted for bills related to tax reforms that may impact the revenue of school systems. 

 

GOVERNANCE - FLEXIBILITY, AUTHORITY 
I. Rights of Local Boards to Manage and Control 

 Fully support the constitutional authority of local boards of education to control and manage the schools in their systems.  As 
elected officials, local boards of education must have the authority to deliberate and act upon what is in the best interest of their 
local communities and schools. 

II. Teacher and Leader Evaluation Equation 

 Modify HB244 as it applies to use of student achievement/growth data percentages used in Teacher Keys Evaluation and Leader 
Keys Evaluation (currently 50% teachers, 70% principals) 

 Multiple measures, such as a norm-referenced assessment (MAP) should be considered in the required achievement percent. 

 Create consistency in the rigor and comparability of Student Learning Objectives (SLOs) to ensure that students are measured by 
the same standard across the state. Further, data collection of SLOs puts a huge strain on the local district requiring districts to 
hire personnel to deal with SLO data only. 

IV. Georgia Graduation Requirements 

 Following  SB2’s increased opportunity for students to become College & Career Ready, modify Georgia’s graduation 
requirements which currently state that high school seniors must complete four credits of math, four of English and four of 
science. These requirements are among the toughest in the country, and impact Georgia’s comparatively low graduation rate.  In 
addition, continued changes in curriculum negatively impact student achievement, notably in Math. Graduation requirements 
should align with requirements for admission into post-secondary education and also support the development of a skilled 
workforce. 

V. College & Career Ready 

 Continue to support the Georgia College & Career Academy initiative. 

 Expand the qualifying process for Career, Technical and Agricultural Education (CTAE) Capital-Equipment Grants to include funds 
to refresh older CTAE labs already serving students. 

 Refine the Move On When Ready Act to include standards in areas such as eligible student age/grade level, conversion of final 
student grades from the assigned post-secondary to secondary grades, and the assignment of credit/grades at the secondary 
level for students who withdraw from post-secondary courses during the semester. 

 Waive the limitations of high school CTAE curriculum so that the same standards can be taught by both secondary and post-
secondary school instructors. Thus, allowing students to receive post-secondary credits for technical college in secondary courses. 

Total Reductions 
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